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Epworth Turbary 

OS: 112 • GR: SE 758036  •  
33.20 hectares (82.00acres) • Freehold l958 
Habitat type: Heathland  

The Turbary is on the Wroot road, about 2.5 km (l.5 miles) west of Epworth. The entrance is near the bridge over Skyer's Drain. 
Parking is available through the gate, which should be kept closed, or on the verge adjoining the reserve; it is advisable to park 
well away from the corner. Visitors are requested to keep to the waymarked paths and to use the hides when viewing the open 
area. In order to avoid disturbing birds on the ponds, please do not climb on the banks. 

Description and Management 

One of the few relicts of raised bog in the whole of the Trust's area, this reserve is of considerable historic and scientific interest. 
The area has been extensively dug for peat in the past but areas of active Sphagnum bog still exist, with common cottongrass 
and cross-leaved heath. There are also areas of reed swamp and mixed fen vegetation, where the rare fen sedge, Cladium 
mariscus, which was once widely used for ridge thatching, can be seen. Other parts of the reserve have a series of fen and wet 
heath conditions and a considerable area of birch woodland of varying age. Plants in the fen areas include yellow and purple-
loosestrife, meadow-rue, sneezewort and devil's-bit scabious. Among moths the wood tiger is well established. Breeding birds 
include tree pipit, warblers, finches, green and great spotted woodpeckers and woodcock. 

The principal management problems at the reserve arise from the lowering of the water-table due to drainage of surrounding 
land and the consequent encroachment of birch scrub onto the wet heath and fen areas. Removal of birch has been the main 
management activity, together with the creation of ponds and small lakes, which are linked by channels, in the wetter areas. This 
work has resulted in rapid colonisation by Sphagnum mosses on bare sand below water-level. The ponds have attracted eleven 
species of breeding dragonflies and damselflies. Various bird species new to the reserve have also been attracted to these areas, 
including greenshank, green sandpiper and little grebe. Two areas that have been cleared of scrub are now enclosed by sheep 
fencing, and during the summer months (May to September) these areas are grazed by the Trust's flock of Hebridean sheep. This 
rare and hardy breed is providing an effective means of controlling birch re-growth. 

Location and Access 


